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Until May i6th his task was comparatively simple.
The Alliance did not involve too arduous duties, and the
difficulties inherent in a state of war cast no shadows over
a proved friendship.
I am sure that M. Daladier's memory of Sir Ronald
Campbell is of a partner with whom he delighted to work
and come to agreement.
I think that Sir Ronald's precision of mind must have
been pleasing to M. Paul Reynaud.
I should be less ready to swear that Mme. Helene de
Fortes was fond of him. No ! She did not like Sir Ronald
Campbell, because she did not like Britain ; she did not
like Britain because M. Baudouin did not like it either,
and because Britain meant the Alliance with obligations
which she was anxious to have broken.
Until the departure for Tours she did not express her
feelings publicly. At Tours she began to shake off restraint.
At Bordeaux she went beyond all bounds.
For a long time past, but especially since M. Reynaud
had become Prime Minister, she had been boasting that
she was something more than an inspirer. She flattered
herself that the granting or refusing of audiences and of
appointments to posts depended upon her, and that it
was her privilege to take away, read, and pronounce
judgment on reports. I like to imagine, out of respect to
M. Paul Reynaud, who did not deserve such high-handed
treatment, that she was exaggerating a little, but it was
obvious that at Bordeaux nothing any longer held her back.
Shall I inform Sir Ronald Campbell, or did he himself
notice, that, if a door opened a trifle sometimes during
the numerous interviews he had to have with M. Paul
Reynaud on June I4th, 15th and i6th, it was more often
H&ene de Portes who was to be seen there than an official
or an usher ? Mme. la Prtsidwite must have thought that
this clean-shaven Briton with the determined jaw and
piercing eye, whose easy dignity she found intimidating,
was staying too long and was going to annul the influence